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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted. to the applicant according to Article 36. » 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

0 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andybr drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and£>r sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 3 sheets. 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
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Lack of unity of invention 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Basis of the report 

. w* * .he events 0. '^^i^r^^*^ 



Description, Pages 

■ 1 13 as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-16. 



filed with telefax on 03.01 .2006 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/8 8/6 as ori 9" ,nal, y f,,ed 

Thes- elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , wh.ch ,s: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exam.nat.on (under 
Rule 55.2 andfor 55.3). 

i^tirf* andJbr amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 

3 - HMSSK^ - on lhe basis of the sequsnce ,ist,n9: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the d lS c.osur„ 
in ^heiSnational application as filed has been fum.shed. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the wntten sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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report.; 

6 . Additional obteiw*™. II necessaiy 

_ „„„ regar d .o noveKy, invent s«=P o, tafc** «*— » 

1.. Statement 

Yes: Claims 7,11,13-15 

||l Novelty (N) Nq . clairns 1-6,8-10,12,16 



. „e» Yes: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) ^ clajms v16 

,. u-.-K n&. Yes: Claims 1-16 

industrial appl.cab.lrty(IA) ^ ^.^ 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



i V. 
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£S statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appHcabi.ity; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

, The present application does not meet the criteria or ,33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Art.cle 33(2) PCT. 

t a n ano discloses (see col.6/l.40-col.7/l.18, fig.1 ,5,6,8) an 

position. 

The remaining feature of claim 1 , i.e.-hydrcstatic pressure deployed torn water being 
31 s'ab unit aots direotly on the downward pah of the slab so as o 

for that use, these characteristics should be disregarded .n .nterpret.ng cla.m 
determining novelty. 

. .i » rn a n an? PR'i could retain water on the left side of 

^ZZ n ^fsSLre deployed from this water would 
"su a aS d eX on the downward pah o, the slab unit 5 so as to compress 
The seal B So, the known apparatus is suitable for the above menhoned use. 

Document EP-A-0 802 285 thus discloses all the features of claim 1 and therefore the 



PCT/S.pao.1. 9«9l»09 (ShMt 1) (EPOW* 1997) 
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subject-matter of claim 1 is not new. 

2. The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 

corresponding independent claim 16, which therefore is also considered not new. 



3. Document EP-A-0 802 285 furthermore discloses the features of claims 2 (cf. 
channel 4 in figs.1 , 5, 6, 9), 3 and 4 (see col.7/l.35-40, col.8/1.42-49, figs.1 , 2a, 4, 5, 
7b, 8, 9), 5 and 6 (cf. clamping means 15,16 in figs. 3a, 3b, 4, sealing means 14 are 
implicit removable), 8 and 9 (see col.7/L15-17), 10 (biasing means are implicitly 
present) and 12 (see fig.5). The subject-matter of these claims are thus also deprived 
of novelty. 

4. The dependent claims 7, 1 1 and 13-15 do not appear to contain any additional 
features which, in combination with the features of any other claim to which they 
refer, involve an inventive step. 

The advantages achieved with these features can, without further preface, be 
recognised from the following documents: 

WO-A-01 1 1 147, cf. removable portion of sealing means 11, see p.8/L25- 
p.9/1.11, figs.1, 9; 

EP-A-0 741 205, cf. movable weight 6, see col.5/1.40-44, coi. 6/1.4-1 1, fig.1; 
US-A-6 390 730, see col.7/1.39-45, fig.2, 4, 5, 6; 
DE-A-34 01 010, sf. strut 6, see figs.1, 2; 
US-A-6 390 730, cf. locking means 15, see col.6/1.62-67, fig.6. 



claim 7: 

claim 1 1 
claim 13 
claim 14 
claim 15 
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